
Knoxville • Knox County Historic Zoning Commission
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS PROCESS

Applicant plans exterior renovations 
to a designated historic property

Applicant meets with Historic Zoning Commission (HZC) Staff  
to determine compliance with design guidelines

LEVEL I 
Minor work  - Routine repair or 

replacement in kind

Staff  issues COA 
without HZC review 

Applicant checks with 
Building Inspections 

to determine if a building permit 
is required to proceed with project

LEVEL II, III, IV 
Major work  - including new construction, 

relocation, or demolition

HZC
approves

COA 

HZC
denies

COA 

Review is required by HZC

Staff  assists with application 
and schedules review 

at HZC monthly meeting

Applicant obtains building permit 
from Building Inspections  

to proceed with project

Applicant
may reapply with no changes

after 1 year

Applicant
may appeal

to the courts

Applicant
may reapply with 

substantial changes


